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MOSCOW'S 1707 

Department considers that since Sovi'et note implicitly asserts right 
to inspect allied military cargo, it must be replied to in explicit terms 
and the assertion categorically rejected* At same time, so long as our 
traffic continues unimpeded, and issue remains one of principle without 
practical application, it would be pointless by nature of our reply to 
invite series of note exchanges with Soviets Which bound to lead nowhere. 

Propose to send following reply. Urgent comments addresses invited. 
:>nn and Berlin should consult their UK and French counterparts on tactics 
draft. 

QUOTE As Soviet Government is fully aware, in order to minimize friction .. 
frhich could arise over the use of the access routes to Berlin, the United 
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sites Government, through its military commanders in Germany, has 

participated f„-| 
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participated in the working out of procedures as concerns United States military 
traffic to and from Berlin. These procedures at Autobahn checkpoints are not 
rolated, however, to any claimed right of inspection of United States vehicles 
referred to in the note of February 27, nor to any other limitation upon the 
United States Government's right of f*ee access to Berlin. 

The concept of an INNER QUOTE inspection END INNER QUOTE of Unitec^States 
military vehicles is clearly inconsistent with the right of free access, 9 
right reinforced by long standing four-power agreements and understandings and 
by nearly fourteen years of practice. The United States Government has never 
admitted and does not admit any INNER QUOTE right END INNER QUOTE of inspection 
by Soviet forces or any other authority. END QUOTE 
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